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l.oromolive of l-'ifl> Vear* Ago

IN* yesterday's News of Fifty Years Ago was

reprinted a somewhat boastful announce¬

ment -»j" t!ip arrival of the- locomotive, "Fred¬

ericksburg." said to be the biggest passenger
engine ih*sn built. Ami. with a lin.le swagger,
tlir- story «-outint;. «1 that this monster would
make a trial trio to Actjni,a « reek, hauling its
mil « apacily live passenger coaches ami a

baggage ear. It" I lie ancient "Fredericks¬
burg" were to attempt such a trip to-day.
some young giant "Hopewell" or reborn
.'William bury" would run.ov»>r her anil crush
her putty driving wheels ih'o track ballast.

"I'llar race horse man i\iu» left a fortune of
>20.0(10,000 didn't make all of it playing
the ponies or swapping nags in midstream.

Vice Commission's Debt*

M AYOR AINSI.IE'S approval of the ordi¬
nance appropriating $1,600 for the pay¬

ment of the expenses of the Vice Commission
disposes of a claim against the city that has
cone loo long unpaid. The Vice Commission
was named by the Mayor and performed a

valuable public service. Its reasonable debts
represented in equity a claim against the city
that, could not be repudiated, and which
should have been discharged long ago.

Of course, filial repudiation was inconceiv¬
able. Richmond never would have permitted
individual members of the Vice Commission
to be saddled with this expense. While the
agitation went on. however, some of the
things said were not pleasant to listen to. and
tin- public should be grateful that the incident
is closed.

Th«> !.os Angeles Examiner brings the stir¬

ring informal ion that California is using
more towels than ever. Another evidence of
'In- drv cost of living.

Agreement Possible?
r_) R KSIDKN'T WIHTK, of tin: Richmond,
1 Fredericksburg and I'otoinac Railroad,
says tliiit only tin- determination «»f the drain¬
age problem in the West Knd and the fixing
ni' grades for tin' Melt Line tracks stand in
the way of prompt inauguration of work on
the new passenger terminals of his company
and the Atlantic t'oast Lino. The city au¬
thorities have a different conception of the
city's obligations in these matters from that
entertained by the officers of the railroads,
and so anothei deadlock threatens

It does not seem impossible, however, that
nil agreement might be drawn which would
safeguard the rights of all concerned and yet
leave the final determination of the issue
absolutely with the courts The city govern¬
ment certainly should try to r>*a> h - sch an
agreement with "he ra iroitu Riehmoml has
waited Ionlt > ,lough !o- .

- station atj«i
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\<> "S\tivcl-( bail >tiatey\ j¦, \|, Ull|
A BSE.S'OK of w:v. t el.;. ", < ../'\ detertnining the «oi. . . forVilla is one of t he n.( i ;. .. ;,
of the task on v.iiich <i< f :t !.. .. !,iiig hiv
entered. With all re.-spect l'»r ( .. :-titte,| au¬
thority, including the vhiIou: h(»ar<i.- Wasli-
ington. this is a jolt tor men <, |.,tWith Washington supplying ihs ' i: f,,,
the troops removed from the border andgiving a free hand to the aohiier; in in .

. ,i
the officers and men of tlie line may l»e r< lie,)
on to do the work. This is no tiignified cain
paign against color-bearing tone i,ut *
relent-less chase, of a white Apaclu-, and an\
ofHce-direcied strategy would le not onljfutile, but hampering.

As for the refusal of Carranza r feencral tc

permit I Hit oil Stilton troops to "occuov" -«nv

city.irhlch they hardly have any desire to
do.or to march through its streets that is
only another manifestation of CartL *

Pose to save his face as much as possible
he spectacle of armed American troops

parading through a Mexican city would lowSr
nrranza s dignity and importance Ju tho eyes

of Ins ...Motional people. uo.ie.al 1-eraU^g
Roverntnent <l. not wont to om

lurrass the first chief any more than they
can help; all they want'is Villa.

The lit He Germau hands of the United
Mates will be in demand in the coining presi¬
dential campaign to infuse punch into the
German alliance that will instruct unhyphen¬
ated voters how to cast their ballots. Wo
warn voters (hat they must not eat pickles
while the bands are playing.

\ on lirpit/.'s Itct i]<cnicnt
WAKIEI) and conflicting explanations are
v given of tho retirement from the German

admiralty of Admiral von Tirpitz. movinjr
spirit in the construction of the German navv
and ardent and bitter advocate of submarine
warfare carried to the last degree of ..fricht-
fulness."

According to the semioflicial version, retire¬
ment is due to the admirals illness. Another
theory is that the Emperor and Chancellor
have decided there shall bo no break with
this country, and that Von Tirpitz is forced
out as a preliminary to the modification of
submarine atrocities. A third solution of
the puzzle is that the Kaiser insists on send¬
ing the now pent-up navy to tight the British
fleet, while Von Tirpitz has held ont for the
policy of "watchful waiting" behind the guns
and mine fields of Wilhelmshav* n and Kiel.

I lie official pronouncement probably may
he taken in a Pickwickian sense, but either
the second or the third explanation may be
t 10 correct one. it is even possible that the
truth is to be found in a combination of both.

If is certain the German people would
watch with profound misgivings and keen
resentment the suspension of all naval war¬
fare. if. therefore, the Kaiser feels he must
yield to the demands of the fnitcd States
and the mandate of international law in the
matter of the submarine, lie m:.y also con¬
clude that the fleet must leave its shelter
and go out to fight. In retirement it serves
no useful purpose; in action, while it would
probably be defeated and perhaps destroved
it might yet account for a large number of
those floating defenses that now make even
the thought of Britain's invasion impossible.

ere would be risk, of course, but the
Kaiser is not the man to hold his hand on
that account. He likes risks, for otherwise
lucre would have been no war.

I he recent foray of a squadron of the Ger¬
man fleet in the North Sea lends some addi¬
tional probability to this theory, it was a

trial of the fleet's legs, perhaps.a stretching
of its limbs and a test of its muscles in prepa¬
ration for the supreme moment.

I here are evidences enough that Germanv
groWa wear-v of w«r. The talk of peace, the
overtures for peace that make their recurrent
appearances, may all be traced to German
sources. New and onerous taxation impends.

[ootl riols 1,1 German cities have been
put down with an iron hand. The British
hloekadp is having its effect. The triumphs
of the German army. Breat as they have been
have no. served to break the ring of enemies
hat encompasses the German people.

I he assaults on Verdun, conducted with
s.ii i Miming recklessness and disregard of
COS can only be attributed to a purpose to

» r \<- morale o; the Teuton populations
! sha,,or morale of the allies. Had
"e attempt been successful, it would have
heen .ollowed. it is likely, by new peace
purle \> it it .-hall prove finally successful
such overtures may be expected.

That might end the probability of a sallv
: nrre wou''l he no immediate

/ c"''ur& at \ erdun. however,
ulu ma.<e another demonstration in force
nt>j.. and a battle in the North Sea might,
tli- outcome. Destruction of a large

n u in Britain's capita] ships, even
hough victory rested on Britain's banners.

Ke British confidence and render
peace -i.-sirabie to British hearts

w./hTh ;P^.u,alio"- certainly. but It fits |»

int/r/ %\' '/ u,i'Jersty'idiiig ot Germany's
». -rr-l si'uation and of Germany's pollcv.

gr-d e,- naval combat the world has ever
- ir « corn bat greater than, a few years ago.

. had even dreamed of- may come in
lie ti'-x ievt weeks.

jvi:; lrr--norde"or »>»»» ^
. «.* \ il.a will always be a "hero."

*Vf ,lype of man u> knock that idea
the Mexican sombrero.

Germany and Holland
/ J-IATKVKK lit r>»t» view of the Hutch

VV government. * h«- Hutch newspaperi--
.'.fii Mi take i: a.s assured thai the liner

Tubantia v a.- destroyed l»y a torpedo fired
fr<»11» i German .submarine They make no
effort <> ronees.l «-i»h«-r their conviction or
he anger tiiat the occurrence excites. De¬
mand* tor vigorous representations to Ger-
n.any. 'o »>. followed if necessary by action
even more, dras'ic, are voiced by all of them

No words can qualify this misdeed,
which -tultities all German assurances and
prorai^'-.- "

:-a;. oim- of th" most inliueiit in I
of the Hutch organs of opinion, and this ex¬
pression is typical of many others.

(. i- another forceful argument, if any
were needed, against any thought of ac-
qiiiew .-ufc .by the l'nited States in the most
ra' 1 > proclaimed German policy to torpedo
merchantmen without notice or warning.
The not ire and warning are required by inter¬
national law for several reasons, but one of
the most cogent is that the challenging war-
iiip may b<- apprised, before taking final and

fa';-1 action of what course it may be proper
to pursue.

It is not likely that the commander of the
ibuiarine which sank the Tubantia intended

.> destroy thia pride of the Hutch merchant
maiine in all human lii.elihood, it was a
mistake but a mistake that could bo and
would in repeated tunes without number
it' submarines were relieved of the necessity
01 compliance with law.

here has been plenty of vigorous antl-
German sentiment in Holland since the war

j beimin Now there will be more of it.

We ,i re living at a gallop, and every
] minute counts, but we do not approve of the
: suuRestion of the esteemed Houisvlilf
Courier Journal that, in order to alinplifj
marriage, there should be niokcl-ln-the-slol
inaetiines where a couple cm 11 walk up and, bj

| depositing the price, «et a card reading
I 'Tniied "

Itauds I'arade and TMhv in Mexico Gity..
lleadliie Is ibis a sign of peace or a mov<
lu Work 111* :uiitl iter r«» t/i\l «i I IAtl 7

SEEN ON THE SIDE
llow-Hoo!

Tho dry days now arc on their wny.
' Huo-hoo!

And I'm convinced they'll conic to stay.
lioo-hoo!

To make one quart last thirty days
E'en real economists would fa/.e

lioo-hoo! lioo-hoo!
/

Tho only thing that can be done
lioo-hoo!

Is to lock 111> our love of fun.-
lioo-hoo!

For Kinder ale and soda pop
We'll have all otliei drinks to drop

Uoo-hoo! Uoo-hoo!

I know h cruel world will laugh
Boo-hoo!

When we start in such truck to quaff- -

lioo-hoo!
And so ere comes that fateful day,
1 think It probahlo I may
Just drown my sorrows in the bay.
For water is some use that way-

lioo-hoo! Boo-hoo!

The I'cMxtinlst niivs:

When you contemplate some of the men who
are elected to oflice. you no longer marvel that
the gold-hrirk industry continues to thrive

Mial»ewpcnrc Uay l».v lla.v.
For the cynic:
"There are a sort of men whose visages
Do cream and mantle like a standing pond."

.The Merchant of Venice, i. 1
l'or evcrj body:
"This above nil; to thine own self 1m> true,
And it must follow. :i" the night the day.
Thou canst not then l>e f.ilse to any man."

Hamlet, i.
l'or the superstitious:

". . I hope good luck lies in odd numbers.
They say there is divinity in odd numbers,

either in nativity, chance, or death."
.Merry Wives of Windsor, v. 1.

For the wooer and the wooed: *

"This senior-junior, giant-dwarf. Dan Oupid.
Regent of love-rimes, lord of folded arms,
Tho anointed sovereign of sighs and groans,
Liege of all loiterers and malcontents."

.T.ovp's Labor's Lost, iii. 1.

Xot Hardened, Anyhow.
".links tells tne his son has become a mu¬

sician."
".links is too hard on the hoy. No one else,

who heard the 'lad play would convict him
on that evidence."

.lust Average.
"Is liir.ks a hard loser?"
"N*ot particularly. You ean't 'hear him bellow

for much more than a mile."

According to the Code.
"Have you ever kissed a girl before?"
"If 1 have, I have forgotten who it was."
"That's all right, then."

Ah-kn!
".Say. dad. who wrote that funny piece you

read in the paper the other day?"
"I don't know."
"Well, who is the man that made a kick about

i t ?"
"H'> is the man who told the jokf\"
"Then why didn't he write it himself '"

"lie didn't know how."

Illume It on tlir Woman.
Haiku*.What is old iiaukum's income?
Kitus.Well, if it was taxed in proportion

to what his wife spends, he -would i>e bank¬
rupt.

Tattling*.
You can take a hoc: ou: of a tioUKh and con¬

vert it into something that is decent, but a

man who knows what is decent and won't act
it is hopeless.
A gentleman is one who does not discrimi¬

nate in his courtesy.
Some people think a promise is something

that can !>.. brushed up and used over again.
One good turn is better than a multitude of

t urns-down.
A man who believes he is "hot stuff" fre¬

quent l> lacks ginger.
A man who won't hold his tongue is ton

slippery to hold his job.
A cheap politician hagules over peace at bar¬

gain rates.
If a man tells us the nice things we think

about ourselves, we have time to listen and
think him gracious. Hut when he tells us of
his own good qualities, we call him an egotist
and a bore.

Tu-I)u)'n Hext Hnnd-I'icked Joke.
"Say, jeweler, why don't my watch keep good

time?" .

"The hands won't behave, sir: there's a pretty
girl in the case.".Widow.

A ntlii tinted.
"Oh! My with me!" the lover cried.
"To linger now would give ine pain."

"1 could not," so the niHk! replied.
"Fly in that old-style aeroplane,
of course. Fin willing quite to fly

I'm sure 'twould be just lots of fun.
Hut any aeroplane I try
Must \>fj a Xineteen-SIxteen one."

Gossip From "Down Home"
The Durham Herald tells of a vanished oasisi.'i this brief paragraph: "The Kalelgh man who

was caught with 4ou pints in his possession
won hi have afforded Him inhabitants 'onsidera-
) !'. relief if he had not bt en caught."

"Another 11111 < 11> hninorous feature of the sitna-
iion," says the Weldon News, "is the New York
editors sitting around in dazed horror because
lion. .loHcphus Daniels does not resign, although
th'-y explicitly requested iiim to."

The Charlotte Observer says; "News from
l.incoin County is to the effect that, while tiiere
are. no candidates out for ofttce, there is an
npspriuging of canning dubs all ovl-r that
county, all of which is so much the better forl.incoin County."

| "It is reported," says the Newton News, "(hut
Hee Sberrlll ran into a rooster on Sunday on
that trip to Greensboro, and that a. windshield
was bunt, a light broken, an axle bent ami
other serious Injuries to the car, but that only
one or two feathers of tin- wing of the rooster
were in nn> wise injured."

One way they do it "Down Home" is explained
by the Daurinburg ICxchungn i»s follows: "It is
said that when a fellow nets the booze habit
pood and strong lie will drink almost anything
as a substitute, just ho it litis enough kick In
it to make the blood run riot and produce some
sort of a state of intoxication. I.ast week a
party was in the Recorder's Court on a change
of retailing-, not licjnor, lemon extinct, shoo
polish or bitters, but bay rum. The defendant

j stated that he did not know that bay ruin could
be successfully used as an intoxicant, and that
a party asked him to step to a near-by store
and purchase a bottle for hlin lie did so, and
then discovered that the fellow did not watil
to dampen his bail, but his whistle, and Instead
of usiiiK it as an after-shaving lotion, lie took
a glassful before meals. His curiosity was
aroused, and, sis an experiment, lie shI«I, hr took
a sip of. the stuff, lit; was acquitted."

The Concord Tribune commends Durham's
way in the following: "Durham has a milk and
meat inspector and a whole-time henllh bfticcr.
Besides, the city employs eight visithiK health
nurses. Is it any wonder, then, that her death
rate greatly decreased last year. The Vita lenient
Is given out thai the number of deaths from
only three diHcnsea docreuHcd thirty-throe last

year, ami that the city waved over $100,000 from
her health work last year, the uvvruKv monetaryvalue of a life being (Htlm^tvd at $7,700.''
. "Rowan County." says- the Salisbury Post. "in
mill I lie progressive leader among progressivecounties. Uowan leads In the organisation of
a Kami Woman's Club.- The women of Cold
Knob have organized. ami will urgo their com¬
bined forces to iitisli the eoinmunlly's interest,
antJ the example will be followed by other sec¬
tions of the county. That community in which
good women ot'gani'/c ami promote th«.< puldicwelfare I* going lo get things clone.things that
gn lo make the community better in every way."

Chats With Virginia'Editors
The Bristol Ilerahl*t'mirier prints special re¬ports from Baltimore, which "indicate that thecollections ill Sunday's services continue good."

The C'llfton Forge Kcvicw, a Rood Judge ofsuch matters, says: "Even a quart a monthis more than some people car© for. We knowscores of people, who could get along on aquart a year."
_j

The Chase City ]'regress is hard to satisfy.It says: "The legislature having adjournedwilhoitt taking an> action upon it, we urn leftin the dark as lo its altitude toward State aidfor salad patches."

"Senator Miipp." savs the i'lackstone Courier,"was perfectly correct in saying tlial "to thevictors belong the spoils,' and he might also,willi equal emphasis, have added, 'even if thespoils have to be specially created.'"

"The principal crop raised (his spring." saysIhe Norfolk i.edger-Dispatch, "seems to he ieo.The farmers, liovvev»r, are raising a good ileal
of something els«: because of the weather."That, of course, lias reference to the truckersabout Norfolk.

The Petersburg Index-Appeal acknowledgesthai in one respect Norfolk is slightlj ahead «>f
the Coclcude City. II says: "A Richmond cor¬
respondent wiif.s io ask whether Petersburg
or Norfolk is th« larger peanut market. Nor¬
folk handles rather more peanuts of the Vir¬
ginia variety. Petersburg is the leading Span¬ish pciiuut market in ihe world."

Speaking 'if ils lown, Franklin, down on the
Mlack wn t ir, the Tidewater News sa>:-. "Our
streets have changed from mud t .» dust, in
accordance with their semiannual custom
'Twill l>e n sweet relief some day to have
streets that won't lly in your front door all
summer nor follow your feet in during the
winter" Th" ideal town is yet to come.
Franklin may be it some sweet day.

Queries and Answers
Cider t'lntiNp lu Prohibition Hill.

What. ar» the provisions of the prohibition
hill a* to the manufacture ami use of eider'.'

S. II P.PCHANAN.
I lew letts, Va.
The Mapp i>iil places no restrictions around

Ihe manufacture of cider fr<.m fruit of one's own
growing and for persona! and family use in
one's home. Such eider may contain any per¬
centage of alcohol. For the purpose of sale,
however, either within or without the State,
eldi r may not Imade containing more Hhau
1 pei cent of alcohol by volume. Cider cent ;i In -

inu ! per cent of alcohol or less, by volume,
may he legallj mantifaetured and sold.

The Voice of the People
t rue* Original l.lfrrnrr Work.

To the Editor of The 'Pimes-Dispateh:
Sir. I read with much interest :i letter from

A. .1 Morrison in your issue of 14th. We who
live in the country look anxiously for literary
features in your paper. In that same issue a
charmimr article, "Virginia on Shakespeare's
Stage," by Mrs. Lyons, came as a great treat
to those interested in the Pageant who have
not access to old books and who cannot attend
lectures. Can you not give us more such? Of
course we feel thankful f><r sn good a paper
;:s The Times-Dispatch. and 1 am not unaware
of its meets, but I venture to follow Mr. Mor¬
rison. himself a writer, in urging more original
work-, and that of our own gifted writers

K. S.
Charlotte Courthouse. March IS.

Cniifcilcrn trs Mioiilil .Make Protest.
To the Editor <»f The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,. 1 note in a Virginia paper where an ap¬

propriation for the Department *if Virginia Mil¬
itary Records has been abolished liy the House
of Delegates. Every Con-federate ami relatives
of Confederates in Virginia should protest
against the abolishment of this oflice. How
will future sons and daughters of the Confed¬
eracy bo able to trace the records of their an¬
cestors if these records are destroyed? Vir¬
ginia Is surely not so poor as not to keep ac¬
curate records of her soldiers.

lfer military records have given Virginia an
enviable reputation. Virginians should be
proud of their history and military records.
So let the sons and daughters of the Confed¬
eracy protest against the abolishment .of this
oil ice.

SON OK A CONFEDERATE VETERAN.
1 ndianapolis. lint., March Ft.

From a Ventral.
To tin- Editor of Tiie Times-Dispatch:

Sir, As it formalist who practices but few
forms and tin ant iproliibit ionist who is prac¬
tically a total abstainer, may I not wtite a few
dispassionate words aneiit the "hyphenated."
sar ratnetita I prohibition argument now being
agitated in your columns? I think i can offer
happy solution of the question, .lud'aism sup¬

plies the precedent and the method. On the
evening of the Passover we ha,ve a service com¬
memorative of tiie departure front Egypt. On
this occasion each person at the table takes
not a sip. hut four full goblets of the "fruit of
the vine." The preparation of this so-called
wine is very simple. About four weeks before
tin festival the orthodox o? our people take a
quantity of raisins, cut them In half and put
them into a jug of water. This jug has a piece
of cloth tied over its mouth to keep out lite
dust and also to admit of the escape of any
gas that may form, for nothing accelerates fer¬
mentation as does fermentation itself. The jug
is placed a few feet from the tire, where a very
slight heat will reach it. After steeping about
four weeks, the contents of the jug are a mighty
food imitation of wine, but absolutely without
intoxicating effect. I am sorry that 1 cannot
enlighten the good brother, who held forth in
your columns on a similar line. ;t«s to the ef¬
fects of the dregs of this concoction. I have
never had a chance of observing, though I near-
Iv had one on a certain memorable occasion.
When-f was married my family prepared a bot¬
tle of wine such as I described, which is the
kind generally used l»v the orthodox Jew in
religious ceremonies The following day the
bottle was returned full to all appearances. The
explanation was forthcoming later. The eco¬
nomical sexton had poured all of the wine left
in the goblet hack into the bottle. The sexton
i:- now dead, but I have always thought since
his death that had he drank that wine, dregs
and all, he would still be alive. Seriouslyspeaking. T think Mrs. August is absolutely
( orrec.t in her stand. There are numerous case's
on record where would-be reformers have fallen
front grace not only from the fumes of liquor,
but the mere sight of it. 11 'p p;
Richmond, March 1*!.

Current Editorial Comment
German methods of agitation

Agitation I" «»*.'«tfit 1 <01111 trie." run true to
of form everywhere. What is hap-

V pen lug In 1 In- ("nited States hasGermany aroused intense indignation. ThePresident has been assailed in the
pio-<icrnian press ami on the limns or' (.'ongress.
Money has been expended as lavishly in Wash¬
ington as shells have been expended at Verdnn.
The Interference with political affairs has been
taken up by the agents of the Kaiser as a mat¬
ter of business. The mind that d»,reeTed things
when ttie delegates from this Stale In the St.
I.onls convention were selected knew what It
was about. Home of these delegates are better
friends of the Kaiser than they are of the Presi¬
dent. But elsewhere the Influence of Germany
is being exerted finite as openly. The scandal
of Italy's neutrality In the war. so far as Ger-

j many is concerned, shows how influence can be
useful In high circles. Now it appears that theI sanm Influence Is being exerted Insolently and' arrogantly In Spain. Spain has the closest rc-
latlons with Great ISrltain and France. Tt( seems to bo the purpose of Germany to shove
Spain away from I liein. Gibraltar stands a
menace to Germany, and it Is Gibraltar that Ger¬
many has her eyes llxed upon. Meantime the
agitation goes on and Ihe allies nre represented
as atheists and as on the verge of suing for
peace. What makes it serious is that, according
to a cable dispatch from Paris printed - In tlie
Herald of yesterday, recounting the investiga¬
tions of Andre Mevll. the agitators are making
headway In the campaign of misrepresentation.
.New York Heruld.

"Pep" for Preparedness
One of tlio Day's licst Cartoons.

. From Atlanta Journal.

SOUTH CAROLINA CO-OPERATIVE PLAN
C'JIjUMUIA, S March 18..A few

.lays ago a Ions, lean mountaineer,
with a virgin stand of red whiskers
covering his faco and ilustv home¬
made cowhide hoots on his feet, called
to see Colonel K. .1. Watson, the com¬
missioner <>f agriculture for South
< 'a rolina Told that the official was
busy, he said lie won hi wait as long
as necessary.

'I ain't liei;n t'> town f.tr tovon or
eight years, now," h<> explained, "an"
I jes' walked in forty miles tills
mawnin' !.> thank the Kunnel fer
Well III' that litter o' hound pups fer
me "

Selling a litter <>f iiound i.ujis for a
mountaineer may seem an unusual ac¬
tivity for a State commissioner of ag¬riculture. To Colonel Watson It wasmerely a routine incident in the day'swork. He lias built up a system bywhich he will sell literally anythingfor any farmer in the State of SouthCarolina, whether it lie a setting of
eggs or a forty-acre farm. A poodle.dog and a pair of monkeys were amongthe articles recently listed in his re¬markable bulletin; the other day heeffected a "swap" of a sewing machinefor a disc harrow; and the only mer¬chandise he has refused to date was anIvory-handled revolver, which theState law prohibited him from selling.The benefits of Colonel Watson's
unique .selling .scheme have been
mutual. widespread ami gratifying.When tlie eotton ..rop was lied up and
the small planter faced starvation,this co-operative market enabled him
to sell a calf, a few eggs, a bushel of
seed corn, or anything else he. mighthave that would bring in a few life-
saving dollars.

ilrliinf Cotton Situation.
The commissioner's market helped

to save the cotton situation, and inci¬
dentally made its own reputation in
doing so. It now handles a business
of :i couple of million.* a year, and
much of this is business that would
otherwise go outside the State. Sev¬
eral large corn dealers who used to
Import all then stock are now getting
it from South Carolina farmers, who
place their offerings with the commis¬
sioner. A number of little grist mills
that could not otherwise exist are get¬
ting all the coll! the\ can grind from
the same source. Most welcotnc of all
is the stream of cash which this unique
market has turned toward tiie woman
<.n the farm. If she has butter or eggs
or preserves to sell, be her product
ever so small, she can have It listed
in live newspapers without a cent, of
cost to herself, and she can almost
surely make a sale, or a trade
How is the thing done? Well, to

begin at the beginning, there is the
remarkable personality of Colonel Wat¬
son, a man of unusual Inventive ability
and one who lives for his work. He
made a special study of the movement
for co-operative trading among farm¬
ers which is sweeping the country, and
arrived at the conclusion that the rea¬
son most of theih had no wide success
was that they failed to appeal to
"Hill Smith, individual. It. I-'- !¦>.« num¬
ber blank. I'auper County, Anystate.
Large co-operative schemes which re-
oiiirc Kill and bis neighbors to form
an organization, charter freight ,llls-
find markets, and otherwise
Initiative and executive abllltj; »
not work. Bill l« hut<>'
I! \ (tii want to help him. you must j,
i,. "him personally, <>r at least by mail,
and say:

"l.ook lu re. Bill, here is the £ '

u t.at wants to «.'f "

China sow for a safety razor and two
bushels of "lfalfu *ee«h

vou hat safety razor you bought
111 C,;h,,,:,;!an^0,hern^vom- Sic,"'""rn AV 'r ." kin,, or a lure

i. Mwy. "e imrtlnulnrly"
ir i,. ,.!in acnutre some-.i ivillioni I.i.ylnc «ny*v for It. he l» .lo;l.l..lly »-«>-«¦

Count! Sjsleni I" <«ermaiij.
Colonel Watson looked arouivtl il««

world for a method to leatli BBi,.?r found it In that land of a million"" em"-(ier.nany. The German co-

operative selling scheme is a govern-
men organization I" which the town-
shin is the unit. The township secrc-
iuvv of the Chamber of Agrlcultuie
list's everything offered and hid fol¬
io bis little territory, and makes what
trades he can. The offerings that do
not sell in the township arc passed on
to a similar organization In the coun-
tv What is Ioo big for the countn

to the provincial secretary, and
if none of the lesser organizations can
handle a large proposition, the national
government will sell it.
Of course Colonel Watson could not

build up any such intricate system
single-handed, but he quickly perceived
that the essential of the German plan
was the individual appear. ISvory op¬
portunity to buy and to sell was lab.
before every Individual farmer and
dealer In tho township. This Colonel
Watson determined to do and has done
for the Stiito oT South Carolina. Doubt¬
less, the personality and reputation of
tho man have had much to do with the
carrying power of his achcmo. Never-

111I».«s. there is no evident reason whyIt would not work in tnntiy States.
In the first place, Colonel Wat hoii

obtained tho co-operation of live of
the State's largest dailies. They gave
space free. Incidentally, they have all
ttained hy cl<>ii. k so. Without exception(lie turai circulation:* of these papershave grow n steadily. Kach of tho pa¬
per* agrees to publish every Tucsda>
,i farm market bulletin. In this are
listed every bid and every offering
that comes to the commissioner's ofllce,and tlu; rural folic are informed that'a postcard tfilitig what they have to
sell or want to buy will obtain them a
place on the list. The immediate
result Is a flood of postcards voicing
an Incredible variety of bids and of¬
fering.*. ' »ne man wants to sell ;<
game rooster and another a thousand
.teres of lurid. A third needs a hired
man. and a fourth wants to trade a
.phonograph for a plow.

" Mulching'' Ilomniid nntl Nii|i|>1t.
Now a surprisingly large proportiont.f these demands can be "rnatclie«l."

for example, a man who had C!0 head
of scrub yearling cattle to sell, went
to Norfolk, Richmond ami several oil'
er cities without yetting :i suitable of¬
fer. Then he wrote a postal to tinColonel. The commissioner had alreadxheard from a man only forty miles
nway from the stock-raiser, who want¬ed yearling beeves. The trade was
consummated within twenty-fouihours. In another instance, a manwanted to sell a hundred and llftybushels of fine seed n:it.«, and a pos¬tal brought the information that the
owner of the third farm from his want¬
ed to buy- them, often a farmer list
ing quantity of grain such as a thou¬sand bushels, will be able to <|tilcklysell it in small quantities.

livery' Monday all items In the cardindex are checked up, arid all that
have not been sold are listed In the
newspaper bulletin. This Is always'Introduced with a few paragraphs by'Colonel Watson, explaining the pur-
post* of the market, and commenting
upon contemporary demand and sup¬ply. It is seldom indeed that the news¬
paper bulletin fails to find a pur-
chaser for any offerlns of real value.

. A Japanese poodle offered at $."> by a
farmer's wife, went begging for sev¬
eral weeks. Kveritually. however, a
woman on the other side of the State
wrote in, saying that a Japanese poo¬
dle was Just what she wanted, and that
she would pay $.: and express charges
'on the tlog. Of course the transaction
was supremely unimportant from a
commercial point of view, but it made
both of those women "hoosters" for the
co-opetallve market.. So the market
refuses nothing. The man who lists a
second-hand harrow this week, and
...takes a sale, may list a thousand
bushels of oats next. time.
The newspaper bulletin is published

Tuesdav morning. Oti Wednesday
morning all of the larger offers of sta¬
ple farm products are listed and mailed
to 1,000 dealers. Tn this way farmers
and home markets arc brought closer
togethe r.

f.'nrin Product* Most Important.
I .a mis. hired men. second-hand ma¬

chinery and personal property are
merely handled to accommodate patrons
of the market and attract, new otus.
The primary object of the enterprise
is to quicken the trade In farm pro¬
ducts: a ready market for all that he
tan raise means everything to the
Southern farmer. It means that lie
can afford to diversify his crops, and
not depend solely upon cotton which

j wastes at once the soil and his own
credit. It means cash coming in all 'he
year around, instead of once a year.
it means a chance for the farm woman

1 to earn pin money, arid the farm boy
to start a fund that will carry him
through the agricultural college. Ht-st
of all. perhaps, from a humansta"! m
as well as a commercial point of view,

jit means neighbors and dealers, farm-
ers and millers, town and country fo.U
brought into closer relations.
Colonel Watson is already plant.ina

extensions of bis co-operative mark'*.
He hopes to make, each local chapter

l of the State Fanners' Union a unit in
a system like that of Germany. The

! local secretaries arc to list local dc-
! maiul and supply, am' the S'tato olllce
to act as a clearing house for what t he
smaller organizations cannot handle.
The commissioner also hopes lo mak"
[of the distribution of farm labor a

separate branch of ttio business.
Meantime this co-oporatlvo market

prows In size, variety and fame. And
hero Is a fact that will show you how
the farmers regard It. Although thous¬
ands of Items have been listed 'ami
sold and millions of dollars have chang¬
ed hands, often between men who never
saw each oilier, there has been but oik

complaint of unfair dealing.

The Naked On.*.
Tho day Itself was glorious enough
Needing no drupe of travel or of talk
And so I lay at glorious ease
Reside the shadowed walk,
Ami drank deep of the beauty of the

tin y
And put my sighs and little sins away,

.Richard Wlffhtmnn.


